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Attention: Mayor Andrea Horwath, Councillor Nrinder Nann, M.P. Matthew Green

Re: Owner’s reports of plumbing issues and water damage at 1083 Main Street East

The Hamilton and District Labour Council Executive has received correspondence from one
of our Executive members, Ron Nazark, who is a certified red seal plumber with the United
Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry Local
67.

He details his observations regarding a visit to the building at 1083 Main Street East, through
friends of ACORN Hamilton, which are seemingly in complete opposition to a report
submitted by the owner regarding the state of the plumbing in the building and the damage
caused by burst pipes.

Not only is Brother Nazark a trusted member of our Executive and Council, but he is a
working red seal plumber, a training specialist for his union local, and has a wealth of
experience on sites across the city.

That Brother Nazark’s view of the owner’s plumbing report substantially amounts to “in my
professional opinion, that the building management was at best negligent, and at
worst intentional in their lack of action to address this very foreseeable issue,” is
shocking and a searing indictment of the systems which allow this building owner to put
Hamiltonians at risk without any seeming consequence or remedy.

From his letter, it would seem clear that there was little to no evidence of water damage
throughout the areas the owner said were affected by the supposed “burst pipes”. If this is
truly the case, I don’t understand why the owner is allowed to persist in the health threat to
these residents and why the issue could not have been fixed instead of shutting down water
for months while trying to force tenants out.

This travesty was brought to our attention through common friends involved in the tenant’s
struggles and the publicity in local media. We know that issues involving landlords and
tenants can sometimes take years to resolve, but to have lives at risk for the purposes of
forced eviction borders on movie-level melodramatic criminal behaviour.

All levels of government need to support these TENANTS and not the building owner in
making sure clean drinking water is once again running through these pipes. Further, if this



owner is found, at any step along the way, to have maliciously (by employment of outside
agents or otherwise) damaged the building intentionally for the purposes of forcing a state
which would require eviction, they need to have the full weight of the law at all levels of
government brought down on them.

At the Hamilton and District Labour Council, we stand in solidarity with these tenants and
those across the city who are victims of renovictions and like-minded disgusting tactics in
order to clear homes out for future profit. We do not know the owner of this property, but we
do know that what happens in one building is often a historical pattern. All levels of
government should be fully ready to ensure that the solutions to the desperate need for
housing in this city don’t come at the cost of intimidation, displacement, and strong-arming
working class people so landlords can be profiteers through a housing crisis.

Sincerely,

Anthony Marco
President, Hamilton and District Labour Council


